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^^ffifl^J^THE UNITED STATE S.-PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: 

Thomas E. Pank Examiner: Upton 

Serial No. 10/040,611 Art Unit: 1724 

Filed: January 9, 2002 



For: FILTERING SYSTEM FOR 
RUNOFF WATER 



CLAIM FOR REFUND 



Honorable Commissioner 

for Patents . 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In the above case Applicant has filed two 
amendments that were not entered and is submitting a third 
proposed amendment. 

Applicant requested that the fee of $129 (that was 
paid with the first amendment that was not entered) be 
charged to a credit card. The patent office did so charge 
that fee of $129 to the credit card even though the amendment 
was not entered, ^as shown by the enclosed statement rendered 
by Bank One (see Exhibit A) attached. 

Applicant submitted a check (a copy of which is 
Exhibit B) with the second amendment that was not entered. 
Applicant does not know if this second check was cashed. 

Applicant requests that if for any reason a fee is 
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due or if there has been an overpayment that the fee be 
charged or credited to account 50-0555. '•^•^ 

• ■ • - . . .J 



Respectfully submitted. 




William D. Hall 
Register 14,311 
Attorney for Applicant 



10850 Stanmore Drive 
Potomac, MD 20854 
Tel. (301) 983-5070 
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PATENT APPLICATION 
THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: ,. 
Thomas E. Pank Examiner: Upton 

Serial No. 10/040,611 Art Unit: 1724 

Filed: January 9, 2002 

For: FILTERING SYSTEM FOR 
RUNOFF WATER 



EXTENSION OF TIME 
AND PAYMENT OF FEES 



Honorable Commissioner 

for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicant requests a one or two month extension of 
time, if necessary. Applicant's attorney submits that no 
extension of time is necessary since Rev. 3 of the "Flyer for 
Mailing With all Office Actions by all TC's" entitled 
"REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE" appears to give a "set period" 
to respond after Applicant sends a boni fide attempt to 
comply with the new rules. Applicant's first attempt to 
comply with the new rules was timely and hence no extension 
was necessary. Applicant's second attempt to meet the 
Examiner's requirements was promptly made after the Examiner 
acted on the first attempt and this third attempt is being 
made promptly after the Examiner's telephone call rejecting 
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the second attempt and also was prior to a formal 
requirement . • . " " 

If however, an extension is necessary, please/S ^ " r 
charge account 50-0555. " 

Further, a fee of $129.00 or more is due for the 
larger number of independent claims. Applicant has paid this 
fee twice before but if it is nevertheless still due, please 
charge account 50-0555, 

If at any time a fee is. due or if there has been an 
overpayment, please charge or credit account 50-0555. 

Respectfully submitted. 




William D. Hall 
Register 14,311 
Attorney for Applicant 



10850 Stanmore Drive 
Potomac, MD 20854 
Tel. (301) 983-5070 
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5; PATENT APPLICATION 

THE UNITED STA'TES; PATENT* AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: 

Thomas E. Pank Examiner: Upton 

Serial No. 10/040,611 Art Unit: 1724 

Filed: January 9, 2002 

For: FILTERING SYSTEM FOR 
RUNOFF WATER 



AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL 



Honorable Commissioner 

for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In response to the Official Letter of September 5, 
2003, Applicant responds as follows: 



I hereby certify that I mailed 
the original of this document 
by U.S. first-class mail on this 
15th day of January 2004, to the 
Commissioner^bx-E^ents, P.O. Box 
J 450^ja^xan%4;aa, vS^2231 3-1 45^0, 




William D. Hall 



■ 1/15/Oi 



(date) 
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Current Status of the Claim.c; ; 
Claims 1 to 20 incl. (cancelled) 

21. (currently amended) A filtering system compri^sing: 

an inlet for receiving liquid to be filtered, ^'-'^l: ' 

a reservoir fed by said inlet, 

an outlet for receiving fluid that overflows said reservoir, 
a plurality of adjacent filter cells fed by said reservoir, 
each filter cell having: 

(a) at least first and second layers of filtering material, 

(b) one of which layers receives water from said reservoir, 
and allows said water to pass to the other layer, 

(c) the other of said layers having two vertical 

[[horizontal]] sides one of which sides is adjacent said one layer, 
and 

(d) a drain adjacent the other said side of said other 
layer, and 

an outlet for filtered water fed by said drain, 
said cells being circular and concentric- 

22-25 (cancelled) 



26. (currently amended) A filtering system as defined in 
claim [[25]] 21, in which said cells are not only circular and 
concentric with each other, but are complete circles extending 360 



degrees . 
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27. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 21, in which each layer of each cell is circular aiia'' 

concentric with all other layers of said cells i . • 

•^0 f>-;£.\.; ■ ; ...... 



~rr. 



28. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 27, in which each of said layers has top and bottom ends and 
two sides, 

said one layer being open at one end to receive liquid from 
said reservoir and having a fluid blockade at its other end, said 
one layer also having a filtering material which is coarse as 
compared to the filtering material in the o'ther layer, 

said other layer having one of its said ends adjacent said 
reservoir and a fluid blockade at each of its said ends so that 
fluid passes from said one layer through said other layer to said 
drain . 

29. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 28, in which a single outlet receives the fluid that overflows 
said reservoir and also receives the fluid from said drains. 

30. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 29, in which there are more than two of said cells. 

31 . (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 21 , in which said reservoir is below said cells and has a 
conduit that extends vertically upward to thereby apply sufficient 
fluid pressure to the fluid in said reservoir to force said fluid 



under pressure through said cells, and 

an output drain adjacent said second side of nsaid, s.^cqnd 



layer. 



32. (cancelled) 



33. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 31, in which each layer of each cell is circular, and 
concentric with all other layers. 

34. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 33, in which said drains and any fluid that overflows said 
reservoir, feed a common outlet. 

35. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claimi 34, in which there are more than, two of said cells. 

36. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined in 
claim 35, in which each of said layers has top and bottom ends and 
two sides, 

said one layer being open at one end to receive liquid from 
said reservoir and having a fluid blockade at its other end, said 
one layer also having a filtering material which is coarse as 
compared to the filtering material in the other layer, 

said other layer having one of its said ends adjacent said 
reservoir and a fluid blockade at each of its said entis so that 
fluid passes from said one layer through said other layer to said 



drain. • • • ' ■'• 

37-40 incl. (cancelled) -"u- 

41. (currently amended) A filtering sy.Rhem comp riHin q; 
an inlet for receiving fluid to fiitt^r-^^ . 
a reservoir fed bv s aid inlet. 

ayi o^tlet f or recei ving f ].uid that overflows said reservoir. 

and 

a filter cell fed by said reservoir. 
said f ilter cell having; 

Sm} at least first and second layers of f i ltering material. 

gaid first and second layers ha ving a common nnrous sidewall. 

the first of which layers receivps fluid from said 

reservoir and allows said fluid to p ass through said p nrnn.. 
sidewa ll to the second laver. 

a drain, said second lay er and said drain having a 

common porous sidewall ^ 

said porous sidewal l s comnri s-inry a mater i;.l for nr^^Ar^i- i nr^ 
passage of filtering material therethroug h while ;.nowlng na...sarf » 
Of fluid theret hrough^ 

A filtering ayatcm aa dGfincd in claim 30, in which there 
are at least two of said cells and in which one of said cells 
completely surrounds another cell in at least one plane. 

42 and 43 (cancelled) 
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44. (currently amended) A filtering system comprising-: 
an inlet for receiving fluid to be filtered. . 
a reservoir fed bv said inlet. . ^ , . 

an outlet for receivin g fluid that overflows said resefvdir, 

and 

a filt er cell fed by said reservoir. 
said fil ter cell having: 

(a) at least first and second layers of filtering material 
said first an d second layers having a common porous sidewall. 

Ihl tne first of which layers receives f luid from said 

reservoir and allows sa id fluid to pass through said porous 
sidewal l to the second layer. 

iQ} a drain, said s econd layer and said drain having a 

common porous sidewall, 

Saic^ porpyig sx<^ew^XX^ comprising a m at e rial for preventing 
passage gf filtering material there through while allowing passages 
of fluid therethrough^ 

A niLer cell as dfeliucd la claim 39> in which said drain 
surrounds said layers in at least one plane . 



45 and 46 (cancelled) 



pat: • • ... ^ 

47. (currently amended) A filtering sysst-em comprising: ^ ^ - 

an inlet for r eceiving fluid to be f iltered .? fP'r i-, . 

• .. ' It ^ 

a reser voir fed bv said inlet. 

^n outlet for receivina fluid th at overflows said-'''fese 

and 

a filter cell f ed bv said reservoir, 
said filter cell having: 

iaJ at least first and secon d lavers of filtPrina material, 

s^id first and second lavers h a ving a common porous sidewall. 

the first of which lavers receives flniri from said 

reservoir and allows said fluid to p ass through said p nrnn.Q 
Sidewall to th e second layer. 

a dr^in, said second laye r and said drain having 

common porous sidewall, 

ff^j,<j pprpus sidewalls comprising a material for preventing 
pass^QQ of filtering material thereth r ough while allowinrr passage 
of flui d therethrough^ 

A filter cell aa defined in claim 30, in which said layers 
and drain are - not onl^ - cylindrical and concentric -irot ^ said 
drain surrounds said layers in at least one plane. 

48 to 52 incl. (cancelled) 

53. (amended) A filter ing system. comp riQing; 
a first filter ing media^ 

^ Seqond filtering media that if, different than .s^iH €ir^<^^ - 

media , 
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^ fi rst porous barrier that allows fluid, but not filtering 
mQaia, to flow through it. separa ting said first and secoKa: j-.;^. 
filtering media. 

a drain. QiX\ v ' • .. ./•: 

a second por ous barri er separating said drain from said 
geqpnd filtering me qia, said second porous harrier alJnwino flnirf 
tP f;LQW thyoyqh it. fypm said second filtering medi a to said rfra-in 
Iput npt allowing filtering media t o pass through i t , anH 

an inlet for feeding fin i d to be filtered to said fir^ i- 
filteri ng media^ 

A filtering oyDtom ao defined in claim 40, wherein said 
first filtering media has two sides, 

said second filtering media being located adjacent both of 
said two sides, 

said first porous barrier extending between said first and 
second media along both of said two sides. 

54 and 55 (cancelled) 



56. (currently amended) A filterin g system, comp rising^ 
a first fil terino media. 

^ ggppnd filtering media th a t is different than sair^ f -i r<.^ 

media. 

^ first POypT^s barrier that alJows fluid, hnf n ot f i l taring 
mQ<3Aa, to flow t-lironqh it, senaratinrr Qai .d first and sernnH 
filteri ng medif ^ ^ 

a drain, 
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a second porous barrier separat ing said drain from said 
3econd filtering media, said second p orous barrier allowing fluid 
to flow through it from said se cond filtering me^dia to said drain 
but not allowing filter in<?r media to pass through it. and 

an inlet for feeding fl uid to be filtered to said first 
filteri ng media^ and 

a reservoir hav ing a trav feeding fluid to be filtered to 
said first filtering media, said trav having an overflow outlet^ 

A filtering syatcm as defined in claiin 55/ - in which said 
first filtering media has two sides and said first porous barrier * 
and said second filtering media extend along both of said sides, so 
that fluid in said first filtering media may pass out both of its 
sides to said second filtering media. 

57. (currently amended) A filtering system comprising: 
a first filtering media having two sides, 

first and second porous barriers each of which has a first 
face and a second face, 

said first face of said first barrier covering one of said 
sides and the first face of the second barrier covering said other 
said side, 

a second filtering media having a first face covering the 
second face of said first barrier, said second filtering media 
having a second face, 

a filtering media oovoring the occond faoo of oai.d acoond - 

■■:'>-^ ■ : \ • " 




barrlor 

a third porous barrier that receives fluid from iSi^ .Rovers 
said second face of said second filtering media, IKu r- 

a first drain that receives fluid that has passed thrfiugii- 
said third porous barrier, 

a third filtering media having one face covering the second 
face of* said second porous barrier, said third filtering media 
having a second face, 

a fourth porous barrier that receives fluid from and covers 
said second face of said third filtering media, and 

a second drain that receives fluid that passes through said 
fourth porous barrier. 

58. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined 
in claim 57, in which said second and third filtering media are 
interconnected and' therefore comprise a continuous filtering media . 

59- (previously presented) A filtering system as defined 
in claim 58, in which said first filtering media is elongated and 
has two ends , 

a fifth porous barrier covering one of said ends and 

a filtering media covering said barrier that covers said one 

end, 

60. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined 
in claim 59, in which said first, second and fifth porous barriers 
comprise one continuous barrier. 
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61. (previously presented) A filtering systeirf'^Jais '.defined' 
in claim 57, in which said second and third filtering media and 
said drains are circular and concentric. 



62. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined 
in claim 57, in which one of said drains surrounds, in one plane, 
all of the other elements of said claim 57. 

63. (previously presented) A filtering system as defined 
in claim 57, in which said porous barriers comprise a geotextile 
material that is fine enough to retain said second and third 
filtering media. 



1 1 
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REMARKS <JSi^!i: - ,- 



Claims 21, 26-31, 33-36, 41, 44, 47, 53, and 56 to 63 incl. 
are in this case if this amendment is entered. 

Allowed claim 21 has been amended to correct a minor error. 

Claims 26-31 and 33-36 have been allowed. 

Claims 41, 44, 47, 53, 54 and 56 were indicated, by the 
Examiner, as allowable if rewritten in independent form. This has 
been done. 

Claim 57 was indicated allowable if amended to be readable 
on the disclosure. The error in claim 57 was that the third 
filtering media was recited twice. The first of these two 
duplicate recitals has been cancelled. A drawing which shows how 
claim 57 reads on the disclosure is attached. Each element of the 
claim which is identified on the attached drawing is fully 
described in the detailed description of the specification. 

This is a summary of a telephone interview with the Examiner 
on November 18, 2003. Prior to the interview the undersigned faxed 
a proposed draft amendment to the Examiner. The Examiner requested 
a few minor changes in the draft which have been made. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




William D. Hall 
Register, 14,311 
Attorney for Applicant 



10850 Stanmore Drive 
Potomac, Maryland 20854 
Tel. (301) 983-5070 
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Third porous barrier 
Third filtering medi 




Fourth porous 
barrier 



Second drain 





•J3 B^i'cK: I-:'.,: 



First porous barrier 
-second porous barrier 



econd filtering medi 
First drain 




